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i've heard political pundits
on both sides

say
we're becoming a third world country

our products are made in third world countries
all of or technology is asian

we've stopped manufacturing anything
unemployment’s sky-high

we owe china billions

maybe this really is
the end of an empire,
they say

now, the only empire
End i can remember from history
is the Roman Empire
Of an where leaders had so much power
Empire

and like america, sodomy was illegal

unless it was with a non-roman or a slave
Janet Kuypers,
Written 022501 40 4 in america, i think the seventh state
allowed gay marriages the other day,
and yesterday the president said
they will not differentiate marriage now

as only between a man and a woman

a comedic political pundit just asked
if that meant beastiality was now legal
according to the federal government

and i'm sure that it’s not
but lines are being moved
and lines are being crossed

and how closely did the life of Caligula
coincide with the end of the roman republic,
i wondered
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Escape My Brain Somehow

Janet Kuypers, written 04/18/11

thinking is my demon
sleeplessness surrounds me

some meditate, rise above it all
live in a higher plane of existence

i wish i knew how to escape my brain
maybe then i could get a night’s rest

then at times 1 hear the delusions
of the mentally insane

hear their existential rambling
hear their nonsensical blather

some meditate to a higher plane
some psychotically imagine it

so when ’'m stuck in a corner like this
and my brain is still reeling

i wish i could just be crazy sometimes

let me talk to imaginary people
let me think i see more than everyone else

even if i imagined
that the world was out to get me

at least then i could justify
believing that i was important

but if insanity gave me demons
i still wouldn’t be able to sleep

-+
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Elephants Carry the World

Janet Kuypers, written03/09/11 (conceived 03/08/11)

elephants carry the world
in a line

in a chain

they walk

hold up the earth

and i remember

sitting in the passenger seat
with you driving down the road
and two elephants

started walking down the street
in front of us

slow down,
get out of the way,
i thought

and as you started to pull over

i looked at you in a panic

and i said

“i don’t have my camera with me”

you pulled over,

and the two elephants

(one much larger than the other)
started walking across the street
and stopped right on the sidewalk
not three feet in front of us

we both just sat there

in shock and awe

until i watched

a man from a building across the street
come running toward us,

slowing down and stopping at a ledge
between us and the elephants

{
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he placed some hard wrapped candies
on the ledge

and said to the elephants

“i thought you might like these”

and then slowly backed away

all I could think was

“how are they supposed to open candies
wrapped in plastic like this?

they don't have opposable thumbs”

when you heard my thoughts
you said,
“elephants are highly intelligent creatures”

and i thought,

they carry the world, you know
as i then looked over

and saw these two elephants
get on large bicycles

and start to ride away
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one by one, the beech trees fell

Janet Kuypers, written 03/11/11

i have lived at this grove all my life
the beautiful trees have always lined the roads
the beech trees even lined the drive to our home

everything was blooming by the end of May
when you came in from the coast to our home
and the war didn’t touch here

could hear noise in the distance one morning
he told me some trees have been already been felled
on the General Field Marshall’s urgent orders

Rommel was sure an attack was immanent
they couldn’t leave trees for enemy hideouts
and so they fell our trees, one by one

looked out the front door, saw our stripped land
these trees had souls, and no one mourns
the loss of a species alive on this land longer than we

they didn’t do this everywhere:
i hear they left some trees up in fields
so glider planes would be destroyed while landing

what lives are worth saving, i thought
as the soldiers were doing their job
after the beech trees fell
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Before it Occurred to Me

Janet Kuypers, written 03/29/11

as the extra kitchen cleanser
mixed with the laundry detergent
i spilled on the floor before

the fumes rose

i opened a window
turned on a fan

coughed

before it occurred to me

that i could mix these cleaning fluids
at just the right time

and leave him

trapped here

to this fate

as he has trapped me here
for countless years

no, i'm no Nazi
no, i'm not evil
Im a woman

and sometimes

after you've spent years
breathing these fumes
you finally decide
when enough

is enough
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