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This collection of poetry was
written in honor of the style of
Matt Barton, as many anecdotal
mini-stories. Originally these
w e re set up as twtter- s t y l e
poems (which can be found at
h t t p : / / t w i t t e r. c o m / j a n e t k u y p e r s) ;
this two chapbook set contains
not only this original version (in
the other chapbook) but also the
poems with no spaces between
the words (in this chapbook),
styled like the Matt Baron 2 0 0 8
chapbook “chafe”, published
by Naked Mannequin Press.
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couldn’t

couldn’tgetmyfingerswet,
sointheshower
iworesurgicalgloves.
couldn’tfeel
ifshampoowaslathering,
andcouldn’tfeel
ifmyhairwasclean.
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surviving the
apocalypse

carbonatedbeverages:
colas,rootbeers,
havenoexpirationdate.
sowhenallislost,
knowthatfantaandfaygo
maysurvivetheapocalypse.
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Jaw Gets Sore

partofthejob
isturningonthecharm
andfallinginlove
witheverybabythatpasses,
thatthejawgetssore.
ittakesfourteenmore
musclestosmilethanfrown,
andthissmilingthing
isreallygettingpainful.
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Goth Girl 
Photographer

inhighschool,momwouldn’tlet
thisgothgirlphotographer
wearblacktoschool.
nowthisgothgirlphotographer
worksforaportraitstudio
withadresscodetowearonly
black.
andthegothgirlphotographer
smiles.
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oxygen bars

Threedifferenttimestoday
Isawawomanpushingashoppingcart
containingaportabloxygentank
connectedtotubes
upalonghernose.
Idon’tknowwhatshedidtogetthis,
butIthought:
peoplepaymoneyatoxygenbars,
andthesewomenprobablygetdiscounts
fromtheirhealthcareproviders
togetthatoxygenhigh
allthetimeinthisworld.
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melted marshmallow

sawashort,largerwomantoday;
itkindoflooked
likeshewasoncesquashed
byoneofthosecartoonanvils.
well,thiswomanwalkedby,
andwatchingherankles
remindedme
ofcascadingrolls
ofmeltedmarshmallow—
thickerthanapplebee’s
dessertchocolatefountain,
isuddenlycravedaroaringfire
andfreshly-madesmores.
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exposed ankles

theotherday
asurprisingly
over-weightwoman
walkedby,
butspottingher
exposedankles
thatweresmaller
thanmywrists,
ithoughtof
dr.seuss’
truffulatrees,
thintrunks
withahuge
ballontop.
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once i saw

workingforaportraitphotographystudio,
theytrainyoutoaskeveryone
iftheywouldlikeadiscountportraitsitting,
especiallyiftheyhavechlidren.
soeverytimeaparentwithkidswalksby,
iturnonmysmileandstartmyspeil.

onceisawamanandtwokids
inthedistance,andistarted
togrin.astheycamecloser,
isawthemanwaswalking
withtwogirlswithdwarfism
anddownssyndrome.
andicouldn’tspeak.
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Guantanamo Bay

Onthejob,
I’msupposedtostand
fourhoursstraight.
AtGuantanamoBay,
theycallthat
torture.

Hmm.

Iguess
sometimestorture
pays.
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Excuses to Ignore me

It’shardtosellmywares
whenhalfthepeoplehere
don’tevenspeakEnglish.
Sometimesabilingualdaughter
willtrytotranslate,
butmostofthetimepeople
arepleasedwithanyexcuse
toignoremeandbeontheirway.
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Opening Our
Own Doors

It’samazinghowlazyAmericansare.
Theyexerciseintheirsparetime,
butgooutoftheirway
towalkthroughdoorstostores
thatopenautomatically.
Becausewemustallthink
we’rebetterthanhavingtoactually
openourowndoors
ourselves.
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Jack, Charles, Michael

Iknow
Iana
photo-
journalist
butI
think
thepictures
peoplecare
mostabout
arethe
blurred
photos
Itake
of
Jack
Nicholson,
Charles
Shaughnessy,
Michael
Stipe

soI
takentons
ofportraits
shotso
manystills
butI
amstill
only
viewed
by
who
famous
Ican
capture
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Everyone Else
Isithereregularly
atthecornerofthebar
bymyself
andIorderdrinks
formyself
andIbring
mylaptop
soIcanwork
andIbring
myWallStreetJournal
toread
Iflipthepagesopen
flambouyantly
andIdrink

periodically
Ibuttin
joinconversations
whenIcanrelate
andwetalk
forafew
and
thenIgoback
tomybeer
bymyself
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youknow,
apartofme
thinks
thatI’m
above
everyoneelse
thatI’msmarter
thananyoneelse
butIdon’t
think
butI
don’tthinkI
havethoseaires

soIsithere
atthisbar
thatIcometo
regularly
andwonder
why
rightnow
I’mallalone
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Worth Something
Inewwomen
whohadthisissue
whentheywere
halfmyage.
Theyneededattention
fromeveryone
andanyone
thatwouldmake
themfeel
worthanything.
Iknow
I’mbetter
thanthat.
Buttheonlyman
whoever
showsme
anyappreciation
istheman
contractually
obligated
totellme
I’mworthanything.

Andwhen
I’malone,
Iwonder:
maybe
peoplethink
I’mworth
something
whenthey
seeme
fromafar,
but...
I’mrighthere.
Iwanttobe
w o rt h s o m e t h i n g ,
andI’m
right
here.



Quenching
Anybody’s

Thirst

Howdoyourespond
whensomeonecallsyou
atalldrinkofwater?
Imean,
I’mjusttrying
todomyjob,
andIreally
havenointention
ofquenching
anybody’sthirst.
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Know You

It’sweird
wearinga
nametag
forthisjob
because
everyonce
inawhile
someonestarts
talkingtoyou
andthey
makeapoint
tostate
yourname

Andthat’swhen
yourealize
you’resuddenly
ata
disadvantage
because
you’rejust
trying
todo
yourjob
andthis
stranger
keepssaying
yourname
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Whenthey
sayyourname
likethat
itsoundslike
they’re
broadcasting
it
tothe
world

Youalmostfeel
likeyou’rein
aninterrogation
room
withthelight
inyourface
andthey
alreadyknow
you



. janet juypers .

. 22 .

Sothislittleboy
justkeptmaking
Facesatme.
AndIknow
there’satelevision
displaying
videosurveillance
rightbehindmyhead,
andthislittleboy
ismakingfaces
toappearonteevee.
Butafterawhile,
he’sjustmaking
faceafterface
atme...
Sowhenisthis
grandmother
goingtosay
enough’senough,
sothislittleboy
doesn’thavetobe
myproblemtoo?

Just
M a k i n g

Face
After
Face



Yeah, the Passion
haven’tseenhim
innearlyaweek.

hejustcameback
fromanothercountry,

thenhewalkedin
towhereIwork—

hecameuptome
andkissedme.

andyeah,that’sgreat,
hecameandkissedme,

butitwasn’tpassionate,
andIlearneditthen:

that’swhenIrealized
thepassionwasgone.

andIdon’tknowhow
togetitback.
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Building Houses
out of Pallets

I’veheardthatinpoorplacesinSouthAfrica
T h e y b u i l d h o u s e s o u t o f e x t r a p i e c e o f s c r a p m e t a l .
ButhereintheDominicanRepublic,Isawthem
buildinghousesoutofpallets.

Ithoughtforasecondaboutartistpaintpallets,
a n d o f c o u r s e , I c a m e b a c k t o t h e s e l a rg e w o o d p a l l e t s
forhaulingmassproductfrompointAtopointB,
andallIcouldthinkwas:

Hmmm.Housesmadeoutof
pallets.Hmmm.
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Ever Consumed Goat

ThefirsttimeIever
consumedgoatwashere,
andhere,thelawis
thatyouhaveto
keepthehead,
andthefuronthehead,
whensellingthis
freshlybutcheredmeat,
sothecustomerknows
it’snot
dog
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“I’mvisiting
thethirdpoorestnation,
Ithink,
buteveryone
isjustsohappy
aroundhere.
Andthisblewmymind,
s o I h a d t o a s k a l o c a l
whyeveryoneseems
sohappy,
andtheytoldme
that‘here,
everyonehasachoice.
Youcaneither
choosetobehappy,
orchoosetobesad.
Andwechoose
tobehappy.’

Andyouknow,
Ithinkthey’rehappy
because
theycarrynine
hundredpoundsof
Idon’tgiveashit...
Becausehere,
youmightnot
beabletochoose
towealthyourway
outofthisrut,
youcanatleast
c h o o s e t o b e h a p p y. ”

Everyone Has
a Choice



Get His Product
to Town

Abakeryowner
deliversloavesofhisbread
onmotorcycle.
Hehasasixfootwide
basketinback
ofhismotorcycle
(thebasketaswide
asaToyotaCelica),
withbags,
sixloaveseach,
hangfromthesides.
Becausehe’lluseanyway
togethisproducttotown.
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Moros y Cristianos

Theycallit“MorosyCrisitanos”inEcuador,
it’sjust“Moros”intheDominicanRepublic.
“MorosyCrisitanos”means
Moors
(theMuslimsinSpain)
and
Christians.
N o w, b e c a u s e t h e y t h i n k o f C h r i s t i a n s a s w h i t e s ,
“MorosyCrisitanos”means
BlackBeansandRice.
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Mother’s Day 2012

Thereisashelfunit
atthefrontofthestore
atK-Mart
withgiftsformom
forMother’sDay.
Therearetworacks
ofchocolates,
oneshelfofstatuettes
formomthatsays,
“MomRulesAs
QueenofShoes”,
alongwith
arackformicrowaves
andarackforgriddles.
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Photo Studio Packages

Soatmyjob,
I’msupposedtosell
photostudiopackages
topeoplewalkingby.
Now,IknowwhatI’mselling
isagreatbargain,
Ijustboughtoneformyself,
butforty-fivepercent
ofthepeoplethatcomeby
speakanotherlanguage,
andforty-threepercent
ofthepeopleusecanes,
wheelchairsoroxygenmasks.
Thisleavesmetwelvepercent
ofthepeoplethatwalkby
thatIhaveachance
totalkto,muchless
sellanythingto.
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SoallIcando
iskeepgrinning,
becauseIhavenochoice,
it’smyjob,
andsomedaysomeone’s
gonnaseemysmile,
seewhat’sforsale
andsaveme
untilthenextcustomer.

. couldnt .

. 31 .



Really Do Drive
like Madmen

Honestly,youcan’tdrive
inthiscountry.
Theyreallydodrive
likemadmen.
Sohavesomebody
driveforyou,
butifyoucatchataxi,
don’tthinkforaminute
you’llkeepthistaxialone.
Thetaxidriver
willstopthemini-van
untiltwelvetofifteen
passengersareinside,
andpeoplearestanding
ontheledges
oftheopenmini-vans
holdingontotheopendoors,
hangingoutofthecarand
holdingonfordearlife.
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Motorcycleareeven
taxistoo,andkids
runmotorcyclestands
atstreetcorners,
tomakesurenoother
motorcycletaxiscutin.
Soreally,havesomebody
driveyouaround,
becausehonestly,
youcan’tdrivehere.
Theyreallydodrive
likemadmen
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Grinning from
Ear to Ear

Whileonthejob,
I’msupposedtosmleallthetime,
andacoworkercamewalkingby,
andthat’swhenthenIhadto
stretchmyface,
becausesmilinglikethis
allthetimecanreallyget
toyourfacialmuscles.
SoIaskedthecoworker,
“Hey,youknowhowtheysay
thatifyoukeepmakingthatface,
ourfacewillfreezethatway?
BecauseIdon’tthink
Icouldtakeitifmyfacefroze
inasmilelikethisforever...”
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Andasthisguywaslaughing,
Ithoughtthatit’snotme
tolookhappylikethisforever.
Andbesides,ifyourfacefroze
inaforeversmile,
howcouldyouexplainyourself
atafuneralofalovedone,
whenyoucomein
notabletocontrol
grinningfromeartoear?

. couldnt .

. 35 .



couldn’t
janet kuypers
h t t p : / / w w w. j a n e t k u y p e r. c o m

published in conjunction with cc&d magazine
the unreligious, nonfamily-oriented literary and art magazine 
ccandd96@scars.tv                                http://scars.tv
ISSN 1068-5154 INTERNET ISSN #1555-1555

the Copyright for the written pieces is retained by the author. Design Copyright © 2011 Scars Publications and Design

Magazines: Children, Churches and Daddies (cc&d magazine), founded June 1993; Down in the Dirt, conceived 1994, founded 2000

B o o k s : Hope Chest in the Attic, the Window, Close Cover Before Striking, (Woman.), Autumn Reason, Contents Under Pressure, the Average Guy’s Guide (to Feminism), Changing Gears, the Key to Believing, Domestic Blisters, Etc., Oeuvre, Exaro Versus, L’arte, 
The Other Side, The Boss Lady’s Editorials (regul ar and 2005 Expanded Edition), Du ality, See ing Things D ifferently, Ch ange/Rearrange, Death Comes in Threes,  Moving Performances, Si x Eleven, Li fe at Cafe Aloha, Creams, Rough Mixes, The Entropy Proj ect, The
Other Side (2006 Edition), Stop ., Sing You r Life, The Beauty and the Destruction , cc&d v167.5 (Writi ng to H onour & Cherish, editor edition), Blister & Burn (the  Kuypers edition), S&M, cc&d v170.5 Distinguished Writings editor edit ion, Living in Chaos, Silent  Screams,
Taking It Al l In, It Al l Comes D own, Rising to the  Surface, Galapagos, Chapter 38 (v1, v2 & v3), Fina lly, Li te rature for th e Snotty a nd Elite (v1, v2  & p art 1 ), a Wake-Up Call From Tradition, (recove ry), Dark Matter: the Mind of Janet Kuypers, Evolu tion, (tweet),
Get Your Buzz On, Janet & Jean Together, po•em, Taking Poe try to the Streets, the  Cana-Dixie Chi-town Union, the  Wri tten Word, Dual, Prepare Her for Th is, Uncorrect, Livi ng in a Big World , Pulled the Trigger, V enture to the  Unknown, Janet Kuypers: Enriched,
She’s an Open Book, “ 40”, Sexism and Other Stories, the  Stories of  Women , Promin ent Pen (Kuypers edition), El emental, the  2012 Datebook, 
I n f amous in our Prime, Anais Nin: an Understanding of her Art, the Elec tronic Windmill, Changing Woman, the Swan Road, the Significance of the Frontier, The Svetasvatara Upanishad, Harvest of Gems, th e Li ttle Monk, Death in Málaga,
Momento M ori, In the Palace of Creation,  R .I.P., Bob  the Bumble Bee, Remnants and Shadows, I Saw This, the Drive, Thomas at Tea, Crashing Down Nineteenth, Blue Collar Ballet, nopoem, In Your Heart the Apostrophe’s Teard rops of God, the Adventures of  the Key to
Believing Bear, Anais Nin: an Understanding of her Art (second printing), D eckard Kind er /  Charlie New m an, 12 Times 12 Equals Gross, a Marble Nude Pauline Borchese with a Marble Apple in her Marble Hand, Challenge of Night a nd Day and Chicago Poems, Ligh ten Up,
Not Far From Here, Watershed, You H ave Finally Won , Avenue C, Su burban Rhythms, Dow n Syndrome, the Dark Side of Love, T he pill is a  man’s best F riend, Angel’s Sylla ble Is Good Boss of  Devil’s Sp ine, Poems a nd Stories from The Blue Collar Book of  the
Dead, Cat People, Death of  an Angel, Ghost, Scien ce: A Curmudgeon’s V iew, Ghost Dancers Leaping from a  Tome, 
Give What You Can, Down in the Virt v084, Come Fly With Me, Clearing the Debris, Sectioned & Sequestered, Six Six Six, Skeletal Remains, Out of the Web, Don’t Tread on Me, Lines of Intensity, Entering the Ice Age, When the World Settles, Into the White, Along the Surface,
Life... from Nothing, the Line to Power, Fear the Forsaken, Down In It, Falling Into Place, Wake Up and Smell the Flowers, Unknown, Looking Beyond, Forever Bound, See the World Burn,Exploding on the Scene, America the Lost, Moving the Earth, Catch Fire in the Treetops, 
Sulphur & Sa wdust, Sl ate & Marrow, B lister & B urn, Rinse &  Repeat, Su rvive & Thrive, (not so)  Warm & Fuzzy, Tortu re & Triumph, Oh ., the Elements, Sid e A/Side B, Balance, Chaos Theory, Writing To Honour  & Cherish, Distinguished Writings, Breaking Silences, Unlocking
the Mysteries, the Book of Sc ars, We The Poets, Life on the Edge, Revealing all your Dirty Little Secrets, Decrepit  Remains, Charred Remnants, Hope & Creat ion, Bending the Cu rve, Layers of Creat ion, Dark Matter, Survival of the Fittest, Crawling Through the Dirt, Laying the Groundwork, Weathered,
echo,  Ink in my Blood, (bound) (4 edit ions), Enriched Poetry, cc&d  Enriched Prose, E nriched with Dirt, A n Open Book, Lite rary Town Hall (2 editions), Promin ent Pen (2 editions), 1 00 Words, 1 ,000 Words

Compact Discs: Mom’s Favorite Vase the demo tapes, Kuypers the final (MFV Inclusive), Weeds and Flowers the beauty & the desolation, The Second Axing Something is Sweating, The Second Axing Live in Alaska,  Pettus & Kuypers Live at Cafe Aloha, Pointless

Orchestra Rough Mixes, Kuypers Seeing Things Differently, 5D/5D  Tick Tock, Kuypers Change Rearrange, Order From Chaos The Entropy Project, Kuypers Six One On e, Kuypers Stop., Kuypers Masterful Performances mp3 CD, Kuypers Death Comes in Threes, Kuypers Changing Gears, Kuypers Dreams, Kuypers How
Do I Get There?, Kuypers Contact•Conflict•Control, the DMJ Art Connection the DMJ Art Connection, Kuypers Questions in a World Without Answers, Kuypers SIN, Kuypers WZRD Radio (2 CD set), Mom’s Favorite Vase and The Second Axing These Truths, assorted artists String Theory, Oh (audio CD), Life At The Cafe
(3 CD set), the DMJ Art Connection Indian Flux, the DMJ Art Connection Manic Depressive or Something, Chaotic Radio Chaotic Radio Week #1, Chaotic Radio Chaotic Radio Week #2, Chaotic Radio Chaotic Radio Week #3, Chaotic Radio Chaotic Radio Week #4, Chaotic Radio Chaotic Radio Week #5, Chaotic Radio the
Chaotic Collection Collection #01-05 (5 CD set) etc. (audio CD, 2 CD set), Chaotic Elements (2 CD set), Chaos in Motion (6 CD set), 5D/5D Screeching to a Halt (EP), PB&J  Two for the Price of One (EP), Kiki, Jake and Haystack  An American Portrait, Kuypers/the Bastard Trio/Paul Baker/the JoAnne Pow!ers Trio
Fusion (4 CD set), podcasts the Evolution of Performance Art (13 CD set), Kuypers Live (14 CD set), the DMJ Art Connection the Things They Did to You (2 CD set), Kuypers Seeing a Psychiatrist (3 CD set), Kuypers St. Paul’s (3 CD set), Kuypers the 2009 Poetry Game Show (3 CD set), Kuypers and the HA!man of
South Africa Burn Through Me (2 CD set), Kuypers “40” (amazon.com release), Kuypers Sexism and Other Stories (amazon.com release), Kuypers the Stories of Women (amazon.com release).


