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If T only had a brain
if I only had a brain

I'd get out from under
this bent tin roof

that covers me

as I sleep at night

tin metal sheets
keep the rain away
but the wind

but the wind
if I only had a brain

I wouldn’t use
my old tin cup
to stand and face east

at Canal and Randolph

and ask for change

I wait for commuters
to cross the Chicago river
to get to their train

you see, I wait

at the other side

and the ones with the money
have to walk right by



in HomagZe

that’s when I rattle
my old tin cup
give them doe eyes

say “God bless”

but if I only had a brain
I wouldn’t rattle

my tin cup

and ask for tin change
I'd get myself up

if I only had a brain

I'd have a lot of money
I'd eat at fancy restaurants

I'd wear the plastic bib

if I only had a brain
I wouldn’t be poor
drinking

tin cans of Fanta
eating

soup from a tin can
living

on Tin pan alley

if I only had a brain

you might bend me
but I just won't break
‘cause if I had a brain
then I'd be great
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Iron in my Eyes
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You think I was joking.
You think I wanted this to happen.

But this is what it boils down to.
I can no longer respond.

After all I've been through,
I'd think youd understand.

Come to me.

I dare you.

Open my eyelid.
Shine a light
right into my eye.

See if I respond.

I even heard

that someone said

I looked so pretty

in my hospital bed here,
wearing nice eye shadow.

I know I'm a dark girl,

but they had to be informed
that

that wasn’t eye shadow, and
that I had two black eyes.

You see,

that’s how the doctors know
I have a brain injury.

When the blood seeps

out from around my brain,
it collects

only in my eyelids.
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Iron gives color to blood,
and coming through
from under my skin,

my blood-filled

Iron-rich

eyelids

must have been

a pleasant

mauve

hue.

You think I've got an Iron will,
and I do.

But at moments like these

I wonder

if I have cried Iron,

leaving it in my eyelids

for you to see.

They say your eyes

are windows to your soul.

And mine have been darkened.
Is it by you,

is it by the world,

is it by the hand I was dealt.

Is it all
fate.

All T know
is that mine have been darkened.
Even if it is by Iron.



Janet Kuypers

Molybdenum
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I love this country.
We should protect our rights.

Gotta love

our military-

industrial

complex.

We gotta protect ourselves —
I’ll use everything I can

to be the one on top.

[ know I've used you,

but it was wartime,

you gotta understand.

You gave me speed,

You were light on your feet,

but stiff as a board.

When things got hot,
you stood up to anything.

and I liked flexing my muscles with you.
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I know it was wartime,

but I would have
made a Japanese sword outa you,

if I coulda put you together right.
And I know, I know,
you say I need you

for all my amino acids

to keep my innerds running,

but 'm still on my war-kick here,
¢ .y .

cause when it’s war time,

that’s when I need you most.
People say that war’s no good,

but I say
youre the meaning of life.

I love the U. S. of A.,

and with you by my side,
we can shove a boot up their ass —

it’s the American way.
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