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. . . butterfly flying in black and white
time-stop motion a back-lit black-light
version of wings i can no longer feel
but believe i exist outside the cocoon
of possibility i have many legs too
weak to use i tremble like an escalator
going nowhere i am a fluttering angel
i will never disappear
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.. . carousel spinning purple horses

into possible unicorns of the aftermath

a child’s nightmare turned inside out i smile
from pillowcases labeled ghost i buzz

bees without the need to make

honey ride me like a freight train

friction is my fascination and my middle name
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. .. cloud shaped like an anvil and dropped straight up

i rise like yesterday’s indiscretion i touch nothing

without strings i am violin not violinist an empty instrument
full of grace i play the scales of temperamentality

or maybe just mentality my rules are bent

my wheels are broken thank god

1 cannot see the floor
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. . . silhouette a shadow without a shadow
within a framing light i beg

myself to tell me my name the silence
laughs and 1 understand the appropriateness
if not the sarcasm 1 drip from

rounded corners blurring

like a morning fog i grow

wings that whisper goodbye like a breeze
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. . . snowflake afraid of wearing white

in the winter i do not want to melt

into the background of someone else’s
foreground i am more diamond precious
iridescent sparkle i ring

like christmas morning all wide-

eyed wonderful can someone

please make me breakfast
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.. . treadmill pretending i am a staircase
to heaven i am inside a hell of a bind

a blind recycled alley is holding me
hostage in darkness i am a child

of the light i grow neon and green

with envy for the stars i applied

for a position in their sky

but andromeda swore

said something

about my belt being too tight
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... wink a one-eyed pool of blackened depth
i ducked but landed inside myself anyway

too bored to whistle with unwet lips i cracked
a set of sequined lashes glued them

on in the shape of a smile
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.. . soundboard a song without keys i am
a high note drowning in a lowball glass

i am half-full the cubes call me amber
but my hair is red i swallow the desire

to correct them melt them instead

with my stoic stare
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. . . feather falsely accused i have fallen
into a sky that does not want my attitude
my altitude is undefined i float

with abandoned that leans slightly

left of wild animal-free i have always been
more mineral sharp as stone and twice

as heavy at any depth
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. . . fog dizzy tendrils drying in the sun i despise
my own shade of gray pretend its purple call me
jimmy i cannot play the guitar black and white
keys confuse me i start forgetting myself

in the middle of conversations with myself

i am a perfect palatable mist a lone duet
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. . . kiss cotton candy pallid i was supposed to be
pink but quickly grew out of that shade

of innocence i swallow blindly forget to taste
bitterness and cohesion comprehension makes me
choke i spit bullets made of words i can see

the silver of their impact drip i am too deadly

i should not be allowed to breathe
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. . . shoe less glass more ruby-slipper-cracked
directionality i am style not focus i fry

like an egg on flying-monkey wings

wind me up and crack me i am fit to feel
perfectly at home
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