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entire town’s baseball team

Janet Kuypers
4/25/15

I never played baseball
when I grew up,

didn’t watch it on tv
when I was little.

But when my dad was young,
while his aunt had fifteen kids,

he and his cousins
were the entire town’s baseball team.

Now dad is older,
he sits in his chair

and watches the Cubs
or the White Sox on tv.

And even though
I never saw him play

thinking of him and his cousins
being the entire town’s baseball team

even give me
fond memories.
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new to chicago
(2015 baseball edition)

Janet Kuypers
1997 poem edited 4/26/15

I’m still new to this city
I know, I know, I’ve been here for years
but I haven’t been to a Cubs game in years,
I haven’t been to a White Sox game in even longer...
I haven’t gone to the Sears Tower Observatory
since my Junior Prom

but when I walk by the First Chicago building
the beams along the north side
sloping up, parabolic pillars curving up to the sky

when I walk by the First Chicago building
I walk up along the side
and lean up against one of the sloping pillars
press my body against the cold concrete
feel the cold against my chin, my breasts, by thighs

and look up along the curve, stretching up towards the sky

you know, these pillars look like race tracks
and I could see something come rushing down that curve
a matchbox car, a race car
a marble, a bowling ball
a two-ton weight

I see the speed, the power, and it
almost makes me afraid to look up

and every time I walk by the First Chicago building
I do the same thing, I do this little ritual
and it feels like the first time
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even got to first base

Janet Kuypers
4/25/15

I know what the bases mean
when it comes to intimacy —

First base, kissing.
Second base, groping through clothes.

Third base, skin on skin groping,
and a home run is going all the way.

I get it.
I underatand the metaphors.

But whenever
I’ve gone to a baseball game,

I was always going with friends,
and I don’t get “intimate” with my friends.

So whenever
I’ve gone to a baseball game,

I never even got to first base.
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one, two, three 
strikes you’re out

Janet Kuypers
4/25/15

I really struck out with them...
I tried 3 times,
and yeah, it was 1, 2, 3 strike you’re out,

but I was really hoping to at least
steal a base.
Maybe they’re a switch hitter —

but if that’s the case, are they
pitching or
catching? Though if I struck out,

it would probably be just my luck
that they’d be
playing for the other team.

That’s what I get for trying to score
a home run
when I never checked out their stats.
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Somebody’s Scoring Somewhere

Janet Kuypers
4/24/15

I could walk into the bar “Sluggers”,
right across the street
from Chicago Cubs’ Wrigley Field...

I could walk into the bar
and talk to men there —
and if I said,

“If you work at it, I bet you could find
someone to really play ball with here.
Maybe you could swing that bat of yours

make it past first,
second and third base,
and you could score a home run.”

And if I said that to men
at a bar across the street
from an honored baseball field,

I’ll bet most of the men
wouldn’t be thinking of baseball at all.
Because that’s the way a man’s mind works:

everything can be reduced
to sexual conquests,
Get women too drunk to protest —

because if you get her
drunk enough, maybe
you can even score.

#
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If you think I’m kidding,
know that a study was done
of college-aged men recently,

they all seemed to agree
that “rape” was wrong,
but at the same time

upwards of two thirds of the men
planned to get a woman
drunk enough

that they could sexually
force themselves upon her.
What a way to score, boys —

because to you it doesn’t matter
how the women feel,
to you it only matters

who scores the most,
because in your mindset,
that’s who wins the game.
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Bases Loaded

Janet Kuypers
4/25/15

You men talk about bases,
but this is how the bases
are supposed to go...

First base: you go out for drinks
and you make out standing
outside your car for far too long.

Second base: having sex.
Anywhere and any time. Because,
I mean, a girl has needs too.

Third base: that’s when
he spits out the words first.
“I love you.” And you’re caught

off guard, wait a minute,
you can’t say “I love you”
back unless you think

you could spend the rest
of your life with them,
unless you could see yourself

marrying them. So you
mentally stop, think about this,
you can’t make them wait

for over six seconds
like you’re doing right now,
so quick, what’s your choice.
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That’s when it becomes so easy
to look up at them
and say, “I love you too.”

What’s fourth base? (Yeah, I think 
you know where this is going.) 
That’s when he takes you out to dinner,

the maître d’ seats you
at the best table in the house,
and before the appetizers come

he gets down on one knee,
pulls out a ring that’s far
too much diamond, and

asks for your hand in marriage.
Because boys, that’s how we
see the bases, and that’s how

you really hit a home run.
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