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dawn light —
sheep surrounding
the fallen tree
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returning to

my childhood town

after 25 years —

the floorboards worn smooth
around the barber’s chair
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plates stacked

outside a hotel room. ..

afternoon silence
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cemetery snow —
the symmetry undone
by a fox



Naming a storm

late summer —
boys building dams

in the stream
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clear sky
a bouncy castle
inflating
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back street —
distant sound
of the parade
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autumn dusk —
balloons outside
my childhood home
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hungover

the ringing
of a buoy
lost in the fog
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waking up to somebody else's winter
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lawn mowers
chained up on a truck. ..
october mist
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grieving. ..
my neighbour’s
long beard
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caught on the breeze
scent of the departed
lumber train
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longest night. ..
rowing out
to the moonlight
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kissing

the freckles
on her back
a map of
unknown stars
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dreaming into blackbirds
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the whistle
of our baby’s nose —
winter night
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crows af dusk.. .
my waning love
of melody
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driving

through country lanes
at night

the stars always turning
away from us
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night snow
the infinitude
of sorrow
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long train journey
a man brings on
the smell of autumn
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the drunk

old sailor leans closer

and tells me

he only knows one knot
but it's a fucking strong one



Naming a storm

hospital rain —
we draw shapes
on the window
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midnight
nobody’s name
to whisper



Naming a storm

crows where

| dreamed
there would be
doves
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after the op
my surgeon outside
studying the clouds
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thunderclouds
the decoy falcon
tlying low
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visiting her tamily
we make love
almost silently
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a white cat

lying on the pavement
in the evening sun —

| hope to die as
beautiful a death
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morning fog
next door’s mail
on my doormat
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Haiku and tanka

workmen
staring info a ditch. ..
winter stars
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derelict church
wild flowers fill
the graveyard



Naming a storm

fishing at dusk
the heron and i
failing together
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low fide...
the complications
of truth
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who s it

that makes her

sing that way

the romanian girl
serving coffee at dawn
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cemefery sun
a rose unfolds
the darkness
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Haiku and tanka

a murmuration
of starlings
the concrefe poem
in pieces
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front row seats —
a whiff of the actress’s
perfume
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rising late —

the warmth

of where you stood
watching

the sunrise
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love poetry —
the art of naming
a storm
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journey’s end
shadows in my
baby's ear
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during the sermon

| think of the time we first
made love outside. ..

the town where they tried
to fence in the river
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sudden

hail shower
we are all
dancers
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gathering glasses
a chimed melody
| just can’t repeat
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night sky
the asymmetry
of love
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melting snow
the giant chessboard
reappears
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climbing up
to my old treehouse
the milky way
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sleepless night
the sky full of

mathematics
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spring rain
the barber says
'm shy
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constantly

balancing on a wire
but today

the strange temptation
to see if | might fly
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